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Dear Parents/Carers 

You will be aware that OFSTED visited the College last December.  Whilst there has been a significant, 
and unusual, delay in the publication of the report it is now available for you to read on our website. 
Unfortunately, we do not believe the report accurately reflects our College and strongly contest the findings 
of the Inspection. We are in the process (fully supported by the Local Authority) of filing a complaint. The 
current OFSTED framework was newly introduced in September 2015 and is, we believe, causing some 
teething problems which contributed to the Inspectors making judgements based on inaccurate evidence 
and a lack of understanding on how the College operates.  We will of course update you on how this 
complaint goes. 

In their final verbal summary to us the Inspectors stated that they could not find any examples of where the 
College had not acted entirely appropriately in any safeguarding issue. They reported that it was obvious to 
them that staff knew their students, really cared about them and consistently took appropriate action. 
Indeed the pastoral care of students is highlighted as a strength in the report.  Unfortunately, they decided 
that safeguarding was inadequate because they were not entirely confident about the robustness of the 
paper trail following safeguarding issues, despite being unable to tell us what was missing!  As a 
consequence we invited Local Authority Officers to visit the College in January. The Local Authority 
Designated Officer (LADO) for safeguarding fed back to us that all of our procedures and protocols were 
robust and he would even use some of them as examples of best practice in future training 
sessions........therefore coming to a completely different judgement than OFSTED. 
 
However, we are, of course, looking closely at all the recommendations and will continue to review our 

practices and make appropriate changes that will help us to improve the experience and outcomes for our 
students. 
 
In the meantime, the Governors and the Local Authority believe that we do offer a good education to all our 
students and our main aim is to ensure that this continues. Year 11 completed their first set of mock 
examinations, just before Christmas, and their predictions are looking particularly encouraging. 60% of 
students are predicted to achieve 5+ A*-C grades (including English and Maths) in the summer although 
this will not be the main measure of success for schools from 2016.  A new measure is being introduced by 
the Government based on the progress of students called ‘Progress 8’ which measures the progress of all 
students across their 8 best subjects following a complicated formula introduced by the Government.  Final 
details of this formula have not yet been released by the Government but, based on what we know so far, 
we are predicting that our Year 11 students will do well in this new measure, indicating that they have made 
good progress in their time at CBEC. The Year 11 students will conduct a second set of mocks starting on 
9th March which will give them, and us, further insight into the progress they are making. 

Whilst this is a difficult time for the College we will continue to support our students to achieve their very 
best. Finally I would like to thank you, all, for your ongoing support, 

Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 

B Elkins 
Headteacher 
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