
A Message From Mrs Aplin...
Dear Parents/Carers

We are in the middle of our Christmas festivities here at Cranbourne – I’m heading off for
turkey, sprouts and all the trimmings at Christmas lunch with our students after writing this.  
The canteen is full of students excitedly getting into the Christmas spirit complete with 
crackers and hats.

Many thanks for your support with this term’s celebrations.  It was lovely to see so many of you 
at our Rewards’ Evening last week and of course our fantastically funny pantomime on 
Thursday evening.  What a brilliant audience you made!

This Thursday at 7.00 pm is our Christmas Concert – A Winter Festival – and I do hope that you 
will join us in our musical celebration.  I wonder whether we can match the success of our 
summer concert, which had everyone up dancing at the end.

A key date, for next term is Year 11 Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 9 January 2019 starting at 
5.00 pm.  We have had over 90% attendance at these evenings and it is really important that 
you come.  Year 9 students will be choosing their Option subjects and the 
introductory evening will be Wednesday 13 February 2019 at 6.00 pm.  Please do not forget 
that we have an Inset Day on the first Friday back – Friday 11 January 2019.

We have had an incredibly positive term here at Cranbourne and are more than ready for 
Christmas.  We wish you a merry Christmas holiday and a Happy New Year.  

2019 will be better than ever!

Fantastic Effort For Christmas 
Foodbank Appeal

Following a series of assemblies encouraging “Random Acts 
of Kindness” our four Head of Houses were inspired to give 
something back to those less fortunate than ourselves this half 
term.  Students from across all four houses have been 
contributing to the foodbank collection. The appeal began 
at the end of November when Key Stage 3 students were 
invited to bring in donations, the response has been over-
whelming. 

We will be delivering our Collection of Donations on
Wednesday 19th December. 
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Cranbourne’s Drama Club performed their Annual Christmas 
Pantomime. This year, it was the turn of Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs to have a Cranbourne Twist. The Pantomime had all the enter-
tainment you could hope for from songs, dances, jokes to a bear chase 
and even two custard pies - Oh yes they did! 

We were delighted to offer our Cluster Schools the Christmas treat of 
visiting us to watch the pantomime. We had such great interest that two 
matinees were required which hosted over 150 primary students. 

“The cast and crew were fantastic, great performances and watching them grow with 
confidence in their responses to the three very different audiences was wonderful. We all 
felt really proud of our achievement when we heard the infants chatted about the show all 
the way back to their school on Wednesday! 
Thank you to all involved. Well done everyone!! Merry Christmas and enjoy the rest.” 
- Mrs Affleck-Cruise 

“The funniest thing I’ve ever seen” - Ms Lakeland 

Cranbourne Presents 
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs

Looking for more festive fun?
The Music Department are holding their annual
Winter Music Festival on Thursday  20th December in the Sports 
Hall, 7pm Start.
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Austen Thomson White Year 11 Bake Sale

FRIDAY 14TH 
DECEMBER 

2018
On Friday 14th December 2018, students and staff wore 
festive non-school uniform and held a bake sale in order to 
raise money for Save The Children.
Here are the fundraising totals from Friday’s efforts. A school 
a grand total £568.20 has been raised so far!

Heads of Houses looking festive 
in their Christmas Jumpers!

Cranbourne Cleans up in 
the Community

During our recent Suspended timeta-
ble day, a group from Student Voice, 
braved the cold to make the area 
around Cranbourne more pleasant for 
the community by doing a litter pick, 
supported by Basingstoke and Deane 
Borough Council.
The students were very enthusiastic and 
managed to fill a fantastic 7 bags of litter 
in just one hour!

Keep your eye out for more information 
in our next edition and the
Cranbourne Blog on our new website: 
http://www.cranbourne.hants.sch.uk/



Romano Sidioli Inspires 
Thomson House
On Friday 14th December we were extremely 
lucky to have a visit from Romano Sidoli who has, 
even in his 30s, had the most incredible 
career in the music industry, both as managing the 
biggest UK music magazine (NME) and 
organising events involving Stormzy and 
Ed Sheeran. He shared with Thomson House some 
of his life lessons and encouraged our students to 
just start. Don’t wait. Find something you love and 
find a way to be involved in something that brings 
you closer to it. Read about it. Talk about it. Find a 
job, when you can, that brings you in to the 
environment. 
He shared with us how at 16 he worked on the 
turnstiles at his local football ground, as it was paid 
work, but then he got to watch the match for free! 
Well done to the students for some good 
questions!

As part of work on how the 
world is created, 

Year 7 students taught by Ms 
Blair did excellent work after a 

lesson on the 
Aboriginal Creation Story 
about a Rainbow Snake.

Year 7 RS 
HomeWork Gallery



Introducing: Peak
This year we have entered an enthusiastic bunch of Year 10 Business Studies 
students into the national Young Enterprise scheme. 
Our student company, called Peak, are grateful to Sainsbury’s 
Kempshott for helping support their first fundraiser this month.  The store has 
been kind enough to donate 100 doughnuts to the
company for them to sell. We look forward to sharing with you how the 
company progresses throughout the coming school year.

Santa Run for Charity
Ms Blair, Mr Cripps and Gemma took part in the Pelican Santa Run 
on Sunday 16th December and raised £100. 
Gemma ran 2.5k, Scott and I both ran 5k, all dressed in Santa Suits.  
It was in the Memorial Park and was 
organised by the Pelican Cancer Foundation in association with 
The Breeze Radio Station.

The Rotary were there supporting and it was a great morning.  
Next year we’re going to try and put in a bigger team!

Year 10 Teambuilding with the Army
We were very fortunate once again to have the British Army come 
into Cranbourne for our most recent suspended timetable day. And 
once again it was a very cold day. So much so, that the soldiers were 
very reluctant to go outside!

Fortunately the sun broke through and on a beautiful crisp day, our 
Year 10 students learnt how to work as a team to solve practical 
problems.

Both Cranbourne staff and the Army personnel, were impressed with 
the conduct and resilience of our students. It was very interesting to see ‘leaders’ coming 
to the fore and conducting the tasks.

We also had a presentation on the many job opportunities that exist in the military. This 
was a real eye-opener and looks to be an exciting and rewarding career. Ten of our 
students from Year 10 and 11 will be attending a week long 
residential to really experience Army life in April!

Submitted By: Ms Blair

Submitted By: Mr Kimber
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Catch Up Calendar!
What’s on in the weeks ahead

Contact Cranbourne
Follow us on Social Media! 

Twitter
@Cranbourne_info 

@CranbournePE
Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/Cranbourneinfo

We are excited to announce that early in 2019, 
we will be launching the Friends of Cranbourne. 
It will be our first formal PTA organisation for some 
time.  This all inclusive group will be looking to 
incorporate the skills and knowledge of parents, 
staff and the wider local community to enhance 
and enrich the experience of our students, now 
and into the future.  Next term we will share with 
you the roles and responsibilities of the positions 
to be filled for the group, and explain the 
nomination and voting process. In the 
meantime, do contact Helen Ward at
h.ward@cranbourne.hants.sch.uk to register your 
interest, offers of help, etc. 
We are looking forward to some very exciting 
times in the New Year.
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