
A Message From Mrs Aplin...
A massive thank you for your understanding and 
support over the last week’s snowy days. 
The disruption to Basingstoke hit national news; I 
hope that you were not adversely affected and 
could enjoy the snow!

We had to cancel our swimming pool launch, 
due to the weather, however, we will re-arrange 
this and I’ll make sure you are updated. All will 
be welcome to view the plans.

At Cranbourne, we strongly encourage students 
to think about their future and life beyond 
Cranbourne. For many students, their career 
aspirations are a real motivator and inspire them 
to get the most out of school. 

In this edition of CCU, you will read about our 
Year 8 students visiting their careers fair last 
week; next Wednesday we have our Year 9 
Options Evening. This is an introductory meeting 
to Key Stage 4 where we explain our Year 10 
and 11 curriculum - the compulsory and 
optional courses. We do hope that all Year 9 
parents will attend. Our Heads of Houses and 
Heads of Department will be here to answer 
questions you may have. This is the evening 
where we give out our Options Booklets, with 
comprehensive information on GCSE and 
Vocational Options.

I look forward to seeing you there!
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Over 130 primary pupils visited Cranbourne 
on Friday 25th January to collaborate on the 
theme of resilience; making it the largest ever 
Cranbourne Cluster Conference. 
The children, aged between five and eleven, 
from schools within Cranbourne’s Cluster group, 
were invited to the school where they took part 
in various workshops. The sessions were run by 
teachers from across the Cluster and included 
art, team building, music, careers and 
Japanese.
The day was opened by Aaron Phipps, a Team 
GB Wheelchair Rugby Player, who spoke about 
how he has overcome his personal challenges 
to achieve his success in his chosen field. The 
students really engaged with him and his 
mindset of resilience which set the tone for the 
day. Aaron was inspirational and gave a 
workshop on his journey to climb 
Mount Kilimanjaro.

Ambassadors from Cranbourne showed their 
independence as they led the primary students 
around the school site and facilitated in the 
workshops.  It was fantastic to see five to sixteen 
year olds working together.

Cluster Conference 



February 2019 is LGBTIQ+ History Month, this year’s theme is looking at peace, activism & 
reconciliation. The PYN, Mr Knatt and Miss Robinson are going to be launching this year’s 
LGBTIQ+ History Month with 2 different assemblies, one that looks at the history and 
importance of activism in the LGBTIQ+ community for Key Stage 3 Students, and one that 
explores the importance of reconciliation and peace for Key Stage 4 students. The PYN is 
also planning a session for the suspended timetable day that looks at LGBTIQ+ 
relationships and why peace and reconciliation are necessary if equal rights and social 
justice are going to move forward globally.

Bolivia comes to Cranbourne!
Our KS3 Spanish students have been learning about the Bolivian festival of Las Alasitas, 
where people buy miniature versions of their deseos (wishes) in the hope that these wishes 
will come true in the year to come, with the help of the traditional Aymará god Ekeko. 

We have challenged the students to make their own deseos which represent their hopes 
and dreams. The object should be handmade by the student, using any materials they 
like, and should be a scaled-down version of the real thing.
These are some examples from previous years. 
We look forward to showing you our deseos after half term – what would yours be?

Ms Lakeland

Mr Knatt

LGBTIQ+
HISTORY MONTH



Year 8 students Get Inspired 
at Interactive Careers Event

Mrs Ward

We are pleased to announce that we are now well on the way to forming our new charity which 
will operate to help fundraise for Cranbourne. Our new PTA will seek to support all kinds of 
enrichment and extra-curricular activities, to benefit the development and wellness of all who 
pass through Cranbourne.  The main challenge will be to support the fundraising efforts of the 
school to support a substantial refurbishment project of the swimming pool. 

We are now looking to invite nominations for each of the three Officials to run the Friends of 
Cranbourne. You can visit our website where you will find more details under the Community tab, 
including role descriptions and significant dates for nominations and elections.

If you would like to be involved in the Friends of Cranbourne, but not run it, 
then please still contact Helen Ward: h.ward@cranbourne.hants.sch.uk as 
she is keen to collect any offers of help. Aside from the 
fundraising, we are also keen to engage with any parents who can 
support any curriculum areas with a careers focus, or skills for life theme. 
For example, if you work in recruitment and are able to offer a talk on inter-
view skills. If you have any ideas for skills or experience  you can share with 
the school, whether it’s academic, leisure or life experience, 
we’d love to hear from you.

Friends of 

Last week a group of Year 8 students were lucky enough to attend an event called Get Inspired, 
organised by EBP South, and held at the Basingstoke Apollo Hotel. There were lots of 
organisations there representing many of our local big employers, including those offering 
apprenticeships. Many of the stands had interactive activities. QMC were there showing off some 
brilliant computer games which had been developed by the students there. It was great to 
experience what could be achieved while still studying.  There were tower building 
competitions too, giving an opportunity for some great discussions about engineering. Not that we 
were competitive but Cranbourne were certainly winning when it came to our time to leave. By 
the time we left, everyone was buzzing from all the ideas they’d been given, and the fun they’d 
had.  To top it all, Emma Graves won a £20 lucky dip prize for her feedback form.  
Congratulations Emma!



Catch Up Calendar!
What’s on in the weeks ahead
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Suspended  
Timetable Day 

Friday 
 8th February 2019 
(During school day) 

Year 9  
Options Evening  

Wednesday 
 13th February 2019 

6pm start 

Friends of Cranbourne 
Elections 

Wednesday 
 13th February 2019 

6pm start 

Spring 
Half Term 

18th – 22nd 
February 2019 

 

Year 10  
Mock Exams  

25th February –  
5th March 2019 

Year 11  
Mock Exams  

6th – 20th 
March 2019 

 

Contact Cranbourne

Non Uniform Day
FRIDAY 8 FEBRUARY 2019

£1 Donation for Young Enterprise Fund


