
A Message From Mrs Aplin...
We have had an excellent start to the term. 
Thank you for helping us with the smart 
appearance of all students, who come to us in full 
uniform every day. We have had a warm spell, 
which led to our students asking whether they 
needed to bring blazers to school. The answer to 
this is “Yes”, however, students can take off 
blazers in the classrooms and dining room, should 
they feel too warm.

Year 9 parents evening was very well attended. 
This year group are amazing and staff are here to 
help them with any advice they may need on 
option choices. Please do contact the school if 
you are a Year 9 parent with a query; we are
happy to help. Once the option forms are all in, 
SLT will meet with every student to discuss their 
choices, before signing them off and putting 
classes together. We will then let parents and 
students know as soon as possible about their 
choice.

On the subject of the Dining Room, we would like 
to welcome our new manager, Biju Thomas, who 
will be overseeing the school kitchen. He is a very 
experienced chef and has worked in hotel 
kitchen, prior to being appointed here. Please do 
encourage your children to try the school meals, 
as we are confident that they are improving.

We also opened our new bike shed, which has 
been funded by Basingstoke and Deane, with 
support from Cllr Mike Westbrook. This is situated 
next to the dining room and will provide parking 
for 16 more bikes.

Our Suspended Timetable Day later on in the term 
will focus on e-safety. Are you confident that your 
child is safe on line? The school website has useful 
links for parents and students under the 
safeguarding tab. Why not take a look? 
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Mobile Phone Use Prohibited In School
The use of mobile phones within school is 
prohibited because of the negative effect on 
student learning and social interaction.  
Students were reminded in PDL last week and 
confiscation of devices fully commenced from 
Monday 4 March 2019.
Please ensure that your child(ren) understand 

and adhere to the school’s expectations as set 
out in our policies and confirmed in the letter on 
the website and texted home. 
If a phone has been confiscated a 
parent or family member must 
come into school to collect the 
phone. 
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Ski Trip 2019

A party of thirty seven of us set off to the ski resort 
of Artesina in the Western Italian Alps, during the 
February half-term and what a week we had! 
There was no sign of a cloud all week and so with 
sunny skies and perfect slopes holding more than 
enough snow, we enjoyed the fun of the mountain 
and the beautiful scenery. Oh! and the odd plate 
of pasta and pizza to round off the day and fuel 
up for the next morning.

My particular highlights were seeing so many 
catch the skiing bug and for those that found out 
that skiing wasn’t quite for them, the enjoyment 
of a different culture and environment with new 
found friends in the glorious warm sunshine. 

Personal development was seen in so many 
individuals who were away from home for the 
first time. And for those that had not skied before, 
the joy that comes when you finally ‘crack it’! The 

words: resilience and perseverance must still be 
ringing in a few ears!
Donutting (if you don’t know what this is and it’s 
nothing to do with eating), involves flying down an 
icy slope in the dark, spinning until you are dizzy in 
a rubber ring! Actually great fun once you come 
to terms with the fact that you will survive! We had 
many fun evenings with activities after skiing.
I actually felt quite sad when we arrived back 
after driving for an eternity to get home, such were 
the relationships that had grown amongst staff 
and students in the week that we were away.
A school ski trip gives so much and is well worth the 
cost and journey. I know that so many will be back 
again, why not try it for yourself?

Well done to everyone and thank you to 
Mr Roberts, Miss Clark and Miss Hawkins for their 
invaluable help and for making the week so 
memorable.

Mr Kimber

A few special mentions…
Skier of the Week: Jacob Ray
Most Improved: Ben Mosdell
Best Effort: Ben Hutchins
Top Girl: Isobel Trevellion
Top Boy: Manraj Gill



Mr Charlton

“The MFL Spelling Bee is now underway and there have already been some 
incredible performances! Students are asked to spell as many French or Spanish words 
as they can from a list of 50, in just 2 minutes. They have all been practising hard and the 
competitive spirit is very much in evidence among some of the Year 8s. The highest 
scoring spellers so far are Zach (33 words) and Ana, David & Alissa (22 words), with 
special mention also going to Seb, Josh, Arianna and George for fantastic scores and 
excellent effort. Well done to everyone, and watch this space for more updates!”

MFL Spelling Bee

The Wherwell Cockatrice is a story of Hampshire magical folklore where a mythical creature is born 
from an egg that has been sat on by a toad and was hatched in the Priory in the village of Wherwell. 
It soon grew into a man-eating monster which devoured several knights who attempted to slay it. The 
creature was eventually killed when it saw its reflection in a mirror wielded by a local labourer.

This gory setting was the theme of the latest concert at The 
Anvil where Cranbourne Choir, along with Amery Hill School, 
Alton and Hampshire Music Services hosted an event for nearly 
900 primary pupils from across the county.

The event marks a series of events incorporating the ‘Big Sing’ 
programme. Music Prefect and Choir Captain Chloe Atkinson 
said: “The children were really loud and enthusiastic and we 
really enjoyed ourselves. It was quite overwhelming to think 
that all these children came to sing with us, dance with us and 
be influenced by us. It was loads of fun. We are now looking 
forward to our next big show back at the Anvil, The BBC 10 
Pieces Concert which will involve us, the big kids from across 
Hampshire.”

The BBC 10 Pieces Concert organised by Hampshire Music 
Service is an afternoon of music for the whole family, chosen 
from the BBC 10 Pieces project. Introducing young people to 
the world of live music with the added bonus of a world 
premier by Hampshire jazz musician Laura Jurd, Cranbourne 
choir will be performing alongside other Hampshire students, 
the Hampshire Youth Orchestra and Romsey Area Schools 
Concert Band. The concert takes place on Sunday 24th March 
at 16:00. Tickets are available from The Anvil box office. 

Another date for your diary is ‘Cranbourne Does Country’. As the name suggests the Prefect Group will 
present an evening of Country Music from the modern day country tunes to the great classics and yes, 
there will be Dolly! ‘Cranbourne Does Country’ takes place on the Thursday 28th March at 7pm. Check 
out our Facebook and Twitter feeds for more details soon.

Ms Lakeland

Music Catch Up!



Drama
GCSE Trips to the West End

Mrs Affleck-Cruise

Mr Beattie 

2019 began with the Year 10 GCSE Drama
students on an inspiring trip to the West End to see 
the National Theatre production of The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time at the 
Piccadilly Theatre, just behind Piccadilly Circus. 
A beautiful and award winning play, inspired by 
the novel; it looks at the world through the eyes 
of Christopher, a teenager who is on the autistic 
spectrum and a character who sees everything 
around him in ‘literal’ terms. “I find people 
confusing” is a central idea which leads to comic, 
nerve wracking and poignant moments on stage. 
Created with the physical theatre company 
Frantic Assembly, it is a powerful production and 
our hearts melted as we were introduced to Sandy 
the golden Labrador puppy. 

The Year 11 GCSE Drama group began the year in 
fear and trepidation as we made our annual trip 
to see The Woman in Black, a ghost story with a 
cruel curse, (beware if you do see her). Nervously, 
the students waited to see if the apparition would 
appear, they were not disappointed! Watch out 
Year 10s, we’re back there next year to see it 
again…

Both evenings included a glimpse of the lights 
along the Thames, London in all its glory as we 
crossed over the Hungerford Bridge and the 
chance to see some sights as we made our way to 
and from the theatres. A big thank you to Mr Knatt 
and Mrs Robinson for being there on the evening 
and to all the staff, behind the scenes, who help 
make the trips happen.

On Wednesday 13th February, Mrs Stanley and I 
took 10, Year 10 students to St Edmunds Hall, a part 
of Oxford University; to experience what student 
life is like in Oxford. After a short bus ride into the 
city centre, we were welcomed into Teddy Hall 
with a presentation on careers, and how 
university can be useful in opening the doors to 
them. After our discussion, the students had a tour 
of the college thanks to a current second year law 
student. Highlights of the tour included the halls of 
residence (where the students were able to see 
first-hand the rooms that are offered to 
undergraduates) and the college 
library. We were amazed that the library still had 
all of the features of the church it was converted 
from!

After lunch, we took a short walk to the 
university’s chemistry department where we 
donned lab coats and safety glasses and were 
given a tour of the state-of-the-art labs where the 

first years worked twice a week. We even had the 
opportunity to see some of the equipment like the 
glove boxes. They didn’t believe me when I said 
that glove boxes are deceptively fiddly to use first 
time until some of them tried it out for themselves!
The students really enjoyed the trip and the 
opportunity of seeing university life. A big thank 
you to Mrs Hinksman for organising the trip!

Students Experience University Life!

Keep a look out for notices about 
the whole school summer trip, if you 
would like to join us on a 
wonderful evening out to the 
theatre.                      



Year 7 
Netball Dressed 

for Success!

Cranbourne’s
New Pool

The Year 7 Netball Team get new dresses and have a 
fantastic start, winning their first league game!

Miss Alner & Miss Hawkins

Thursday 28th February was a game of firsts for our 
year 7 Netball Team. After several weeks of 
training the Year 7’s had their first league game 
of the season against Costello school. The team 
had the privilege being the first team to wear the 
brand new Netball dresses, which united the team 
and made them look very professional! 
Cranbourne started the game off well with the girls 
quickly forgetting their pre-match nerves and 
instead began to pass the ball nicely up the court 
to Ella and Mia who were able to successfully 
score several early goals. Excellent defence from 
Alarna, Ruby, Shranya and Deanna alongside 
effective turn overs from Kelsie, Kaci, Isla and 
Jessica ensured that the team were able to 
maintain possession and create many scoring 
opportunities. The game was close 
throughout with Costello also demonstrating some 
great passages of play. However, our Cranbourne 
girls worked hard as a team and finished the game 
with a final score of 18 -11 to take their first win of 
the season. Well done to Ella who was nominated 
as the opposition’s player of the match. 

The students looked super smart in the new netball 
kit and we hope that the other year groups are 
excited to wear them when the new season 
begins from September onwards. 
It is never too late to start a new club, so if you 
fancy giving it a go, come and join us on a 
Wednesday 3:05 – 4pm. 

View the Plan 
 Guided Tour of 

Pool
Refreshments

You are invited to the launch of our Pool Fund. 
•	 Wednesday 13th March 2019
•	 9am-10am or 3pm-4pm
Why not come and find out about Cranbourne’s new pool?

RSVP: Susan Sayers
s.sayers@cranbourne.hants.sch.uk



Catch Up Calendar!
What’s on in the weeks ahead

Cranbourne
Wessex Close
Basingstoke

RG21 3N
Tel: 01256 868600 

email: gen.enquiries@cranbourne.hants.sch.uk
Website: www.cranbourne.hants.sch.uk

Follow us on Social Media! 
Twitter

@Cranbourne_info
@CranbournePE

Facebook
/CranbourneInfo

Year 11  
Mock Exams  

6th – 20th 
March 2019 

Cranbourne’s  
New Pool Launch 

Wednesday 
 13th March 2019 
9-10 am & 3-4pm 

New Intake Evening  
Wednesday 

 13th March 2019 
6.30pm 

Year 11  
Food Practical Exams  

13th – 14th 
March 2019 

 

Year 8 into Year 9 
Options Evening  

Wednesday  
20th March 2019 

6pm  

Year 9  
Drama Production  

Thursday  
21st March 2019 

6.30pm 

 

Contact Cranbourne

Spring Term 2019 
Monday 7th January 2019 – Friday 5th April 2019
Inset Day: 
Friday 5th April 2109
Easter Holiday: 
Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April 2019

Summer Term 2019 
Tuesday 23rd April 2019- Tuesday 23rd July 2019
Summer Half term:
Monday 27th – Friday 31st May 2019
Closure Days: 
Monday 22nd - Tuesday 23rd July 2019
Summer Holiday: 
Wednesday 24th July 2019  – Tuesday 3rd  
September  2019

Term Dates


