
 
 

 

 
 

Practice Paper 
  
GCSE (9–1) Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds)  
J384/03 Geographical Exploration 
 
 

MARK SCHEME 
 

Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

MAXIMUM MARK 60 
 

 

 

Version: Practice Paper 
 
 

(FOR OFFICE USE ONLY) 
 

 

This document consists of 21 pages 

 
  



J384/03 Mark Scheme Practice Paper 

2 
 

 
MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 

PREPARATION FOR MARKING  
 
1. Make sure that you have accessed and completed the relevant training packages for on-screen marking:  RM assessor Online Training; OCR 

Essential Guide to Marking.  
 
2. Make sure that you have read and understood the mark scheme and the question paper for this unit. These are posted on the RM Cambridge 

Assessment Support Portal http://www.rm.com/support/ca  
 
3. Log-in to RM assessor and mark the required number of practice responses (“scripts”) and the number of required standardisation responses. 

 
YOU MUST MARK 10 PRACTICE AND 10 STANDARDISATION RESPONSES BEFORE YOU CAN BE APPROVED TO MARK LIVE SCRIPTS. 
 

MARKING 
 
1. Mark strictly to the mark scheme. 
 
2. Marks awarded must relate directly to the marking criteria.  
 
3. The schedule of dates is very important. It is essential that you meet the RM assessor 50% and 100% deadlines. If you experience problems, you 

must contact your Team Leader without delay. 
 
4. If you are in any doubt about applying the mark scheme, consult your Team Leader by telephone or the RM assessor messaging system, or by email.  
 
5. Crossed Out Responses 

Where a candidate has crossed out a response and provided a clear alternative then the crossed out response is not marked. Where no alternative 
response has been provided, examiners may give candidates the benefit of the doubt and mark the crossed out response where legible. 

 
Rubric Error Responses – Optional Questions 
Where candidates have a choice of question across a whole paper or a whole section and have provided more answers than required, then all 
responses are marked and the highest mark allowable within the rubric is given. Enter a mark for each question answered into RM assessor, which 
will select the highest mark from those awarded. (The underlying assumption is that the candidate has penalised themselves by attempting more 
questions than necessary in the time allowed.) 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rm.com/support/ca
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Multiple Choice Question Responses 
When a multiple choice question has only a single, correct response and a candidate provides two responses (even if one of these responses is 
correct), then no mark should be awarded (as it is not possible to determine which was the first response selected by the candidate). When a 
question requires candidates to select more than one option/multiple options, then local marking arrangements need to ensure consistency of 
approach.  
 
Contradictory Responses 
When a candidate provides contradictory responses, then no mark should be awarded, even if one of the answers is correct.   
 
Short Answer Questions (requiring only a list by way of a response, usually worth only one mark per response)  
Where candidates are required to provide a set number of short answer responses then only the set number of responses should be marked. The 
response space should be marked from left to right on each line and then line by line until the required number of responses have been 
considered.  The remaining responses should not then be marked. Examiners will have to apply judgement as to whether a ‘second response’ on a 
line is a development of the ‘first response’, rather than a separate, discrete response.  (The underlying assumption is that the candidate is attempting 
to hedge their bets and therefore getting undue benefit rather than engaging with the question and giving the most relevant/correct responses.) 

 
Short Answer Questions (requiring a more developed response, worth two or more marks) 
If the candidates are required to provide a description of, say, three items or factors and four items or factors are provided, then mark on a similar 
basis – that is downwards (as it is unlikely in this situation that a candidate will provide more than one response in each section of the response 
space.) 
 
Longer Answer Questions (requiring a developed response) 
Where candidates have provided two (or more) responses to a medium or high tariff question which only required a single (developed) response and 
not crossed out the first response, then only the first response should be marked. Examiners will need to apply professional judgement as to whether 
the second (or a subsequent) response is a ‘new start’ or simply a poorly expressed continuation of the first response. 
 

6. Always check the pages (and additional objects if present) at the end of the response in case any answers have been continued there. If the 
candidate has continued an answer there then add a tick to confirm that the work has been seen. 

 
7. There is a NR (No Response) option. Award NR (No Response) 

-  if there is nothing written at all in the answer space  
-  OR if there is a comment which does not in any way relate to the question (eg ‘can’t do’, ‘don’t know’)  
-  OR if there is a mark (eg a dash, a question mark) which isn’t an attempt at the question  
Note: Award 0 marks – for an attempt that earns no credit (including copying out the question) 
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8. The RM assessor comments box is used by your team leader to explain the marking of the practice responses. Please refer to these comments 
when checking your practice responses. Do not use the comments box for any other reason.  

 If you have any questions or comments for your team leader, use the phone, the RM assessor messaging system, or e-mail. 
 
9. Assistant Examiners will send a brief report on the performance of candidates to their Team Leader (Supervisor) via email by the end of the marking 

period. The report should contain notes on particular strengths displayed as well as common errors or weaknesses. Constructive criticism of the 
question paper/mark scheme is also appreciated. 
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10. Annotations  
 

Annotation Meaning 
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12. Subject Specific Marking Instructions 

 
INTRODUCTION  
 
Your first task as an Examiner is to become thoroughly familiar with the material on which the examination depends. This material includes:  

 the specification, especially the assessment objectives  

 the question paper and its rubrics  

 the mark scheme.  
 
You should ensure that you have copies of these materials.  
 
You should ensure also that you are familiar with the administrative procedures related to the marking process. These are set out in the OCR booklet 
Instructions for Examiners. If you are examining for the first time, please read carefully Appendix 5 Introduction to Script Marking: Notes for New 
Examiners.  

 
Please ask for help or guidance whenever you need it. Your first point of contact is your Team Leader.  
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USING THE MARK SCHEME  
 
Please study this Mark Scheme carefully. The Mark Scheme is an integral part of the process that begins with the setting of the question paper and ends 
with the awarding of grades. Question papers and Mark Schemes are developed in association with each other so that issues of differentiation and positive 
achievement can be addressed from the very start.  
 
This Mark Scheme is a working document; it is not exhaustive; it does not provide ‘correct’ answers. The Mark Scheme can only provide ‘best guesses’ 
about how the question will work out, and it is subject to revision after we have looked at a wide range of scripts.  
 
The Examiners’ Standardisation Meeting will ensure that the Mark Scheme covers the range of candidates’ responses to the questions, and that all 
Examiners understand and apply the Mark Scheme in the same way. The Mark Scheme will be discussed and amended at the meeting, and administrative 
procedures will be confirmed. Co-ordination scripts will be issued at the meeting to exemplify aspects of candidates’ responses and achievements; the co-
ordination scripts then become part of this Mark Scheme.  
 
Before the Standardisation Meeting, you should read and mark in pencil a number of scripts, in order to gain an impression of the range of responses and 
achievement that may be expected.  
 
In your marking, you will encounter valid responses which are not covered by the Mark Scheme: these responses must be credited. You will encounter 
answers which fall outside the ‘target range’ of Bands for the paper which you are marking. Please mark these answers according to the marking criteria.  
 
Please read carefully all the scripts in your allocation and make every effort to look positively for achievement throughout the ability range. Always be 
prepared to use the full range of marks.  
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LEVELS OF RESPONSE QUESTIONS:  
 
The indicative content indicates the expected parameters for candidates’ answers, but be prepared to recognise and credit unexpected approaches where 
they show relevance.  
 
Using ‘best-fit’, decide first which set of level descriptors best describes the overall quality of the answer. Once the level is located, adjust the mark 
concentrating on features of the answer which make it stronger or weaker following the guidelines for refinement.  
 
Highest mark: If clear evidence of all the qualities in the level descriptors is shown, the HIGHEST Mark should be awarded.  
 
Lowest mark: If the answer shows the candidate to be borderline (i.e. they have achieved all the qualities of the levels below and show limited evidence of 
meeting the criteria of the level in question) the LOWEST mark should be awarded.  
 
Middle mark: This mark should be used for candidates who are secure in the level. They are not ‘borderline’ but they have only achieved some of the 
qualities in the level descriptors.  
 
Be prepared to use the full range of marks. Do not reserve (e.g.) highest level marks ‘in case’ something turns up of a quality you have not yet seen. If an 
answer gives clear evidence of the qualities described in the level descriptors, reward appropriately.  
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 AO1 AO2 AO3 

Comprehensive  A range of detailed 
and accurate 
knowledge that is 
fully relevant to the 
question.  

A range of detailed and 
accurate understanding 
that is fully relevant to 
the question.  

Detailed and accurate interpretation through the application of relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  
Detailed and accurate analysis through the application of relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  
Detailed and substantiated evaluation through the application of relevant knowledge 
and understanding.  
Detailed and substantiated judgement through the application of relevant knowledge 
and understanding.  

Thorough  A range of 
accurate 
knowledge that is 
relevant to the 
question.  

A range of accurate 
understanding that is 
relevant to the 
question.  

Accurate interpretation through the application of relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  
Accurate analysis through the application of relevant knowledge and understanding.  
Supported evaluation through the application of relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  
Supported judgement through the application of relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  

Reasonable  Some knowledge 
that is relevant to 
the question.  

Some understanding 
that is relevant to the 
question.  

Some accuracy in interpretation through the application of some relevant knowledge 
and understanding.  
Some accuracy in analysis through the application of some relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  
Partially supported evaluation through the application of some relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  
Partially supported judgement through the application of some relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  

Basic  Limited knowledge 
that is relevant to 
the topic or 
question.  

Limited understanding 
that is relevant to the 
topic or question.  

Limited accuracy in interpretation through lack of application of relevant knowledge 
and understanding.  
Limited accuracy in analysis through lack of application of relevant knowledge and 
understanding.  
Un-supported evaluation through lack of application of knowledge and understanding.  
Un-supported judgement through lack of application of knowledge and understanding.  
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Question Answer Mark Guidance 

1 (a) (i) Cairngorms () 
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs () 
Northumberland () 
Lake District () 
North York Moors () 
Yorkshire Dales () 
Snowdonia () 
Peak District () 
Brecon Beacons () 
Exmoor () 
Dartmoor () 

1 () 

  (ii) Broads () 
Pembrokeshire Coast () 
New Forest () 
South Downs () 

1 () 

  (iii) The built landscape is created by people for human activity 
such as a town / city () whereas the natural landscape is 
formed from natural processes ().   

2 2 x 1 () for explaining the difference between the two 
landscapes 
 

 (b) (i) The Lake District region has lower population densities of 
either 51-100 or 101-250 people per km2 (DEV) compared 
to the South Downs which is 250-250 people per km2 
(DEV) ().  
 
The Lake District has between 50 - 250 people per km2 
(DEV), whilst the South Downs has more with 250 - 500 
people per km2 (DEV) (). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 1 x 1 () for valid comparative statement 
2 x 1 (DEV) for appropriate use of data 
 
No marks awarded if there is no comparative statement  
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Question Answer Mark Guidance 

  (ii) 33.1 – 1.4 (DEV) = 31.7 () 2 1 x 1 () for the correct answer 
1 x 1 (DEV) for appropriate working out 

 (c) (i) 160 () 1 () 
Accept 150 – 170 

  (ii) Level 3 – 5-6 marks 
An answer at this level demonstrates thorough 
understanding of the characteristics of distinctive 
landscapes (AO2) and thorough analysis of the information 
provided to explain which characteristics make the South 
Downs landscape distinctive (AO3).  
 
This will be shown by including well-developed ideas about 
the characteristics of distinctive landscapes and an analysis 
of information from the resources. 
 
Level 2 – 3-4 marks 
An answer at this level demonstrates reasonable 
understanding of the characteristics of distinctive 
landscapes (AO2) and reasonable analysis of the 
information provided to explain which characteristics make 
the South Downs landscape distinctive (AO3).  
 
This will be shown by including developed ideas about the 
characteristics of distinctive landscapes and an analysis of 
information from the resources. 
 
Level 1 – 1-2 marks 
An answer at this level demonstrates basic understanding 
of the characteristics of distinctive landscapes (AO2) and 
basic analysis of the information provided to explain which 
characteristics make the South Downs landscape distinctive 
(AO3).  
 
This will be shown by including simple ideas about the 
characteristics of distinctive landscapes and an analysis of 
information from the resources. 

6 Indicative Content  
Candidates should use figures 1b, 2, 3, 4 and 5 for reference. 
Characteristics of distinctive landscapes could include: 
geology, climate and human activity.  
Distinctiveness could include: natural landscape, biological, 
human interaction. 
For the distinctiveness of the South Downs, information from 
the figures could include: low to moderate relief (51-500m), 
no major settlements with the South Downs NP, largely rural / 
unspoilt area. Popular area for visitors in the summer months. 
 
Examples of well-developed ideas: 
South Downs is an attractive countryside area, the fact it has 
been declared a National Park (fig.3) shows that it is worth 
protecting. This area is distinctive for its hills, although the 
relief map shows it is moderate from 51-500 metres. The area 
is beautiful and it is popular with visitors. The South Downs is 
described in Fig. 4 as ‘stunning’ with ‘beautiful little villages’ 
which can be identified as distinctive characteristics. Most of 
the South Downs however doesn’t have much settlement as 
shown in Fig. 4.  
Figs.4 and 5 show the climate of the South Downs and 
although hilly it is not an area that experiences heavy rainfall 
or extremes in temperature (doesn’t get above 20 degrees or 
below 0). Fig. 3 and fig. 4 indicates that there is a route 
across the South Downs, called the South Downs Way so 
ideal for human activity and the travel brochure encourages 
people to use local amenities whilst enjoying the landscape.   
 
Examples of developed ideas: 
South Downs is a national park and it’s a pretty countryside 
area but it doesn’t have a lot of settlements and people living 
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0 marks 
No response or no response worthy of credit. 
 

there as shown in Fig. 4. This area with its hills, doesn’t get 
beyond 500 metres in height.  
The South Downs is described in Fig. 4 as ‘stunning’ with 
‘beautiful little villages’ which can be identified as distinctive 
characteristics. Fig. 5 shows the climate of the South Downs. 
It doesn’t have heavy rainfall or get very cold. Fig. 3 shows 
there is a long path across the South Downs for people to 
use.   
 
Examples of simple ideas: 
This area is very pretty and people like to go there to have 
picnics and walk their dogs. It looks flat in the photo. 
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Question Answer Mark Guidance 

2 (a) (i) Clay () 1 () 

  (ii) 

 

3 1 x 1 () for accurately plotting the points on the cross 
section at A and B. 
1 x 1 () for accurately plotting the rest of the points. 
1 x 1 () for joining the plotted points to show the shape of 
the land. 
 

 (b)  Human reasons could include: 
Not too far from towns to transport water/reduced cost of 
transporting water () 
Easy access for building/maintaining dam () 
No village nearby to be disturbed by pumping station () 
 
Physical reasons could include: 
Impermeable rock so water will not drain away () 
Old river meander which means that the water could easily 
fill the reservoir () 
Flat land so easier to build () 

2 2 x 1 () for each valid reason  
 
1 x 1 () for human reason why it is a good location for a 
reservoir 
1 x 1 () for physical reason why it is a good location for a 
reservoir 

 (c)
* 

 Level 4 (10–12 marks)  
An answer at this level demonstrates a comprehensive 
understanding of reservoirs and water stress (AO2) and a 
thorough evaluation of the information provided (AO3) to 
make a thorough judgement as to what extent reservoirs 
are a successful strategy for dealing with water stress 
(AO3).  
 
This will be shown by including well-developed ideas  
about reservoirs as strategies for dealing with water stress 
and whether reservoirs are a successful strategy for dealing 
with water stress. 
 
There are clear and explicit attempts to make appropriate 

12 Indicative Content 
Candidates can draw information from Fig. 7 and 8 about 
Arlington reservoir and pressure on water resources.  
Synoptic links can be made between reservoirs and water 
stress to potentially include: decreasing water sources due to 
climate change, an increasing demand for water due to 
population change and rising temperatures. Reservoirs are 
not the only solution in dealing with water stress. Reservoirs 
take a long time to build and there needs to be land available 
and nearby natural water sources. Water availability and 
demand is not evenly spread in the UK so the siting of 
reservoirs would need to be carefully managed to meet needs 
of water stress areas. 
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synoptic links between content from different parts of the 
course of study.  
 
There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear 
and logically structured. The information presented is 
relevant and substantiated.  
 
Level 3 (7–9 marks)  
An answer at this level demonstrates a thorough 
understanding of reservoirs and water stress (AO2) and a 
reasonable evaluation of the information provided (AO3) to 
make a reasonable judgement as to what extent reservoirs 
are a successful strategy for dealing with water stress 
(AO3).  
 
This will be shown by including well-developed ideas  
about reservoirs as strategies for dealing with water stress 
or whether reservoirs are a successful strategy for dealing 
with water stress and developed ideas about the other 
question focus 
. 
There are clear attempts to make synoptic links between 
content from different parts of the course of study but these 
are not always appropriate.  
 
There is a line of reasoning presented with some structure. 
The information presented is in the most-part relevant and 
supported by some evidence.  
 
Level 2 (4–6 marks)  
An answer at this level demonstrates a reasonable 
understanding of reservoirs and water stress (AO2) and a 
basic evaluation of the information provided (AO3) to make 
a basic judgement as to what extent reservoirs are a 
successful strategy for dealing with water stress (AO3).  
 
This will be shown by including developed ideas about 
either reservoirs as strategies for dealing with water stress 

Examples of well-developed ideas: 
Arlington Reservoir is a large surface store of water at 49 
hectares. It only supplies three small towns, although it is in 
an area of water stress in the UK. Water levels can be 
monitored in the reservoir, if it goes beneath 3.5m litres it can 
be raised to meet demand. Fig. 8 shows the wide range of 
demands on water which are not all supplied by reservoirs 
e.g. agriculture. The figure also shows that the demand for 
water will increase due to population growth and house 
building so current reservoirs may not be able to cope with 
the demand. Climate change puts pressure on the water 
stores like Arlington Reservoir but also underground as there 
is lower rainfall for recharge.  
It is easier to recharge reservoirs than it is underground 
stores of water however this may still not meet the needs of 
people in water stress areas particularly in the South East of 
the UK. Reservoirs are often not used on their own to deal 
with water stress, there could be hosepipe bans or water 
metres to decrease use and conserve water. Reservoirs are 
not a ‘quick fix’ to water stress as they take time to build and 
in the meantime there could have been a period of drought. 
Water stress does not affect the whole of the UK it is very 
much focused on the South East and so where there is higher 
rainfall in the north for example, some of the water could be 
transferred to areas in need. 
 
Examples of developed ideas: 
Arlington Reservoir has a large amount of water but it only 
gives water to three places. Water levels can be measured 
and it can be filled up again if needed. Fig. 8 shows the wide 
range of demands on water and we basically need more in 
areas where it is hot and dry like the South East. The 
temperatures are going up and this does not help with 
supplies of water. 
Reservoirs are often not used on their own to deal with water 
stress, there could be hosepipe bans to save water. Water 
stress does not affect the whole of the UK it is very much 
focused on the South East so could the water not be shared 
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or whether reservoirs are a successful strategy for dealing 
with water stress and basic ideas about the other question 
focus 
 
There are limited attempts to make synoptic links between 
content from different parts of the course of study.  
 
The information has some relevance and is presented with 
limited structure. The information is supported by limited 
evidence.  
 
Level 1 (1–3 marks)  
An answer at this level demonstrates a basic understanding 
of reservoirs and water stress (AO2) and a basic or no 
evaluation of the information provided (AO3) to make a 
basic or no judgement as to what extent reservoirs are a 
successful strategy for dealing with water stress (AO3).  
 
This will be shown by including simple ideas about either 
reservoirs as strategies for dealing with water stress or 
whether reservoirs are a successful strategy for dealing with 
water stress. 
 
There are no synoptic links between content from different 
parts of the course of study.  
 
The information is basic and communicated in an 
unstructured way. The information is supported by limited 
evidence and the relationship to the evidence may not be 
clear. 
 
0 marks 
No response or no response worthy of credit. 

across the country. 
 
Examples of simple ideas: 
Big lakes of water help when it is very dry and people can use 
these. They can give water to people’s homes so they don’t 
get ill from no water. 
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Question Answer Mark Guidance 

3 (a)  Similarities: 
Both new homes and new household have increased since 
2006 () 
 
Differences: 
The number of new homes has a more steady growth than 
the number of new households () 
The number of household sometimes slows down (2012 to 
2014) and then has a big jump (2015) () 
There are more new households than new homes built 
overall () 

2 2 x 1 ()  
 
1 x 1 () for a similarity in the trends shown on the graph 
1 x 1 () for a difference in the trends shown on the graph 

 (b)  The demand for housing is greater than the land available 
(). 
 
New housing needs planning permission and local people 
could oppose this ().  
 
Land is expensive in urban areas and there are competing 
land uses such as business parks (). 
 
Land is protected or conserved so no development is 
allowed such as country parks or Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (). 
 
Strict planning rules in some towns and cities mean that 
land is not available to build on such as greenbelts (). 
 

3 3 x 1 () for each valid idea 
 
No DEV required 
  
 

 (c)  Level 3 (5-6 marks) 
An answer at this level demonstrates thorough 
understanding of the ways of life (AO2) and thorough 
analysis of the potential impact of the new developments on 
ways of life in Polegate (AO3). 
 
This will be shown by including well-developed ideas 
about the potential impact of the new developments on 

6 Indicative Content 
Candidates are likely to focus on the developments 
highlighted in Fig. 9 including transport (quality bus corridor 
and train provision) and energy efficient housing. 
 
For ways of life candidates could include reference to: 
culture, ethnicity, housing, leisure and consumption 
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ways of life in Polegate. 
 
Level 2 (3-4 marks) 
An answer at this level demonstrates reasonable 
understanding of the ways of life (AO2) and reasonable 
analysis of the potential impact of the new developments on 
ways of life in Polegate (AO3). 
 
This will be shown by including developed ideas about the 
potential impact of the new developments on ways of life in 
Polegate. 
 
Level 1 (1-2 marks) 
An answer at this level demonstrates basic understanding 
of the ways of life (AO2) and basic analysis of the potential 
impact of the new developments on ways of life in Polegate 
(AO3). 
 
This will be shown by including simple ideas about the 
potential impact of the new developments on ways of life in 
Polegate. 
 
0 marks  
No response or no response worthy of credit 

Example of well-developed ideas: 
The new public transport developments in Polegate such as 
the quality bus corridor will allow more people to use public 
transport. Increases in reliability and frequency of public 
transport mean that people would be more likely to use this 
facility to commute to work in Eastbourne. It is the 
affordability of the transport which can have an impact on 
peoples way of life. 
Energy efficient housing could save people money as the 
houses retain more heat so they would potentially have more 
money for leisure pursuits. The new housing development to 
the west of the railway line on the map also has a community 
and leisure centre encouraging people to participate in 
activities in the local area, this develops community spirit.   
 
Example of developed ideas: 
The new public transport developments in Polegate such as 
the bus link mean that people can get to work in Eastbourne.  
The housing could save people money as they are warmer 
and so they cost less to. Both the housing and transport need 
to be at prices people can afford. One of the new housing 
developments has a leisure centre which people like to use 
and they meet each other. 
 
Example of simple ideas: 
The house is very new with the windows and stuff on the roof 
so this makes people feel good. The buses may cost a bit if 
they are new too. 
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Question Answer Mark Guidance 

4*   Level 4 (10-12 marks) 
An answer at this level demonstrates a comprehensive 
analysis of the information provided to assess whether the 
challenges of housing and water supply have been met so 
far (AO3). It also shows a comprehensive evaluation of 
the information provided to propose one initiative or idea 
(AO3) with a comprehensive understanding of 
sustainability (AO2). The answer demonstrates a 
comprehensive judgement to justify one initiative or idea 
to make living in South East England more sustainable for 
the future. (AO3). 
 
This will be shown by including well-developed ideas 
about whether the challenges have been met and the 
proposal of one initiative or idea to make living more 
sustainable. 
 
There are clear and explicit attempts to make appropriate 
synoptic links between content from different parts of the 
course of study.  
 
There is a well-developed line of reasoning which is clear 
and logically structured. The information presented is 
relevant and substantiated.  
 
Level 3 (7-9 marks) 
An answer at this level demonstrates a thorough analysis 
of the information provided to assess whether the 
challenges of housing and water supply have been met so 
far (AO3). It also shows a thorough evaluation of the 
information provided to propose one initiative or idea (AO3) 
with a thorough understanding of sustainability (AO2). The 
answer demonstrates a thorough judgement to justify one 
initiative or idea to make living in South East England more 
sustainable for the future. (AO3). 
 

12  
(+ 3 

SPaG) 

This question will be marked using 4 levels. 
 
Indicative Content 
Candidates assessing whether authorities have met the 
challenges of housing and water supply could include 
reference to reservoir schemes e.g. Arlington (Fig. 7), rate of 
housing building and population growth in the South East 
(Fig. 8). Candidates could also refer to new housing 
developments e.g. Polegate (Fig. 9) 
Reference to Fig. 8, which indicates a rising population, there 
is potential for this to outstrip housing stocks. There are a 
range of pressures on water resources as shown in the 
diagram, examples could be quoted.  
 
The initiative for sustainable living could include: renewable 
energy sources, transport improvements, protecting more 
areas as national parks or reserves and waste management. 
 
Example of well-developed ideas: 
I believe that the challenges of the South East of the UK have 
been met to a small extent regarding housing provision 
overall. In Polegate, and similar areas, there have been large 
scale housing developments which have, to a larger extent, 
been more economically and environmentally sustainable 
through the use of energy efficient design and incorporating 
new job opportunities into developments. However, this has 
not addressed the fact that the South East has, as outlined in 
question 3, the 8.1% increase in population in this area and 
the shortfall of 0.4 million homes, many of which will be 
needed in this area.  
 
Example of developed ideas: 
I think that there has been some progress seen within the 
housing developments because more houses have been 
built, such as those in Polegate, in order to reduce the gap 
between the number of households needing homes and the 
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This will be shown by including well-developed ideas 
about either whether the challenges have been met or the 
proposal of one initiative or idea to make living more 
sustainable and developed ideas about the other question 
focus (challenges or proposal).  
 
There are clear attempts to make synoptic links between 
content from different parts of the course of study but these 
are not always appropriate.  
 
There is a line of reasoning presented with some structure. 
The information presented is in the most-part relevant and 
supported by some evidence.  
 
Level 2 (4-6 marks) 
An answer at this level demonstrates a reasonable 
analysis of the information provided to assess whether the 
challenges of housing and water supply have been met so 
far (AO3). It also shows a reasonable evaluation of the 
information provided to propose one initiative or idea (AO3) 
with a reasonable understanding of sustainability (AO2). 
The answer demonstrates a reasonable judgement to 
justify one initiative or idea to make living in South East 
England more sustainable for the future. (AO3). 
 
This will be shown by including developed ideas about 
either whether the challenges have been met or the 
proposal of one initiative or idea to make living more 
sustainable and simple ideas about the other question 
focus (challenges or proposal).  
 
There are limited attempts to make synoptic links between 
content from different parts of the course of study.  
 
The information has some relevance and is presented with 
limited structure. The information is supported by limited 
evidence.  
 

number of homes available however this could then also have 
a negative impact on the environment of the South Downs. 
 
Example of simple ideas: 
More houses have been built and reservoirs have been built 
to make sure people have homes and water supply. 



J384/03 Mark Scheme Practice Paper 

20 
 

 
Level 1 (1-3 marks) 
An answer at this level demonstrates a basic analysis of 
the information provided to assess whether the challenges 
of housing and water supply have been met so far (AO3). It 
also shows a basic evaluation of the information provided 
to propose one initiative or idea (AO3) with a basic 
understanding of sustainability (AO2). The answer 
demonstrates a basic judgement to justify one initiative or 
idea to make living in South East England more sustainable 
for the future. (AO3). 
 
This will be shown by including simple ideas about either 
whether the challenges have been met or the proposal of 
one initiative or idea to make living more sustainable. 
  
There are no synoptic links between content from different 
parts of the course of study. 
  
The information is basic and communicated in an 
unstructured way. The information is supported by limited 
evidence and the relationship to the evidence may not be 
clear.  
 
0 marks 
No response or no response worthy of credit. 

   Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of 
specialist terminology (SPaG) are assessed using the 
separate marking grid in Appendix 1. 

3  
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APPENDIX 1 

 

Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology (SPaG) assessment grid * 

High performance 3 marks 

 Learners spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy  

 Learners use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall 

 Learners use a wide range of specialist terms as appropriate 

Intermediate performance 2 marks 

 Learners spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy  

 Learners use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall 

 Learners use a good range of specialist terms as appropriate 

Threshold performance 1 mark 

 Learners spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy 

 Learners use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder overall 

 Learners use a limited range of specialist terms as appropriate 

0 marks 

 The learner writes nothing 

 The learner’s response does not relate to the question 

 The learner’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the threshold performance level, for example errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar 
severely hinder meaning 

 


