
Paper 2: Religion, Peace and Conflict 2B - Christianity Mark Scheme                                                 
  

Question 

number  

Answer Reject  Mark 

Q1 (a) AO1 3 marks 

 

Award one mark for each point identified up 

to a maximum of three. 

 Some believe good people will go to 

heaven (1) 

 Some believe the soul lives on after 

death (1) 

 Some believe bad people will be punished 

in hell (1) 

 Some believe in resurrection of the body 

(1) 

 Catholics believe that sinful people will go 

to purgatory (1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Lists (maximum 

of one mark) 

3 

 

Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

1(b) AO1 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for providing a reason.  

Award a second mark for development of the 

reason. Up to a maximum of four marks. 

 It is part of God‟s plan (1) he had to be 

sacrificed as atonement (1) 

 As a human he was able to be as other 

humans (1) so he was able to fulfil the 

prophecies in scriptures (1) 

 It means he is able to be a mediator 

between God and humans (1) because 

only he is both God and human (1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated reason/ 

development 

 Reject 

development that 

does not relate 

both to the reason 

given and to the 

question 

4 

 

 

  



Question 

number  

Answer Reject  Mark 

1(c) AO1 5 marks 

 

Award one mark for each reason/belief.  

 

Award further marks for each development of 

the reason/belief up to a maximum of four 

marks. Award one further mark for any 

relevant source of wisdom or authority.  

 They may give to charity (1) which may 

provide for those who suffer (1) Jesus 

said „sell all that you possess and 

distribute it to the poor‟ (Luke 20:22) (1) 

 They may pray to God (1) in times of 

personal suffering and for those who 

suffer (1) like the Psalmist they may say 

„Accept, Lord, the willing praise of my 

mouth, and teach me your laws‟ (Psalm 

119:108) (1) 

 They try to help the suffering (1) as 

shown in the parable of the Sheep and 

Goats (1) when the people are instructed 

to feed the hungry and clothe the naked 

(1). 

 

Accept any other valid response.  

 Repeated reason/ 

development 

 Development that 

does not relate 

both to the 

reason given and 

to the question 

 Reference to a 

source of wisdom 

that does not 

relate to the 

reason given. 

5 

 

 

 

  



Question 

number  

Indicative content  Mark 

1(d) AO2 12 marks, SPaG 3 marks 

 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 

knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 

demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 

accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and 

in meeting AO2 descriptors. 

 

AO2 

Arguments for the statement: 

 It is a clear description of the nature of God, it shows clearly that 

although God is one God there are three persons of God 

 It shows that God is not like humans, humans are only one 

person and this means Christians can recognise the divinity of 

God 

 The Trinity shows that God can interact with humans in different 

ways which enhances belief and enables many forms of worship 

as in Baptism using the sign of the cross. 

 

Arguments against the statement: 

 It is confusing and illogical, how can something be one and yet be 

three, nothing in human experience can be like this so it is not 

easily understood 

 The Bible does not explicitly use the term Trinity although it refers 

to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, in places like the Baptism of 

Jesus these might not reflect the current Christian understanding 

of the nature of God  

 It is too difficult to understand, historically many Christian groups 

have tried to explain the Trinity and this has led to heresies such 

as modalism where God is described as being in different forms, 

like water. 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 

religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 

question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 15 

 

 

  



Level  Mark  Descriptor  

 0 No rewardable response.  

Level 1 1–3  Information/issues are identified and make superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the question, 

underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion 

and belief. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6  Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of 

the elements in the question, underpinned by a limited 

understanding of religion and belief. 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 

made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 

evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9  Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by an accurate 

understanding of religion and belief. Connections are made 

among many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not 

all, of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported 

by the appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, 

leading to a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12  Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate 

and thorough understanding of religion and belief. Connections 

are made among the full range of elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range 

of elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by 

the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully 

justified conclusion. 

 

 

  



SPaG 

Marks Descriptors 

0 marks 
No marks 

awarded 

 The candidate writes nothing. 

 The candidate‟s response does not relate to the question. 

 The candidate‟s achievement in SPaG does not reach the 

threshold performance level, for example errors in 

spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder 

meaning. 

1 marks 
Threshold 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable 

accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of 

meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a limited range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

2 marks 
Intermediate 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable 

accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a good range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

3 marks 
High 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a wide range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

 

Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

2(a) AO1 3 marks 

 

Award one mark for each point identified up to a maximum 

of three marks. 

 They may become prison chaplains (1) 

 They fight for justice (1) 

 They try to educate those who have been involved in 

crime (1) 

 They work for the Prison Fellowship to ensure crime 

does not become a way of life (1) 

 They may preach the Gospel to change people‟s lives 

(1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

Lists 

(maximum of 

one mark) 

3 

 

  



Question 

number  

Answer  Reject Mark 

2(b) AO1 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for providing a reason. Award a second 

mark for development of the reason up to a maximum of 

four marks. 

 Some Christians want to protect people from criminal 

activities (1), protecting others reflects the Golden 

Rule (1) 

 Jesus said „love thy neighbour‟ (1), protecting people 

from becoming victims shows this love (1) 

 The aim of punishment should be protecting criminals 

(1); removing them from the problems a life of crime 

causes (1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/ 

development 

 Development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason 

given and to 

the question 

 

4 

 

Question 

number  

Answer Reject Mark 

2(c) AO1 5 marks 

 

Award one mark for each reason/belief. Award further 

marks for each development of the reason/belief up to a 

maximum of four marks. Award one further mark for any 

relevant source of wisdom or authority.  

 Micah 6:8 tells Christians they should love mercy (1), 

forgiveness is a merciful action (1), and may lead to 

less resentment (1) 

 Forgiveness may lead to a better relationship with the 

community (1), so criminals will conform to society and 

not reoffend (1), as Isaiah says „Learn to do right; seek 

justice, defend the oppressed‟ (Isaiah 1:17) (1) 

 Following punishment the criminal should be forgiven 

(1), Jesus said forgive 70 X 7 times (1), it is loving to 

treat people fairly (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/ 

development 

 Developmen

t that does 

not relate 

both to the 

reason given 

and to the 

question 

 Reference to 

a source of 

wisdom that 

does not 

relate to the 

reason 

given. 

 

5 

 

 

 

  



Question 

number 

Indicative content  Mark 

2(d) AO2 12 marks 

 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 

knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 

demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 

accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and 

in meeting AO2 descriptors. 

 

Arguments for the statement: 

 Life is holy and so it cannot ever be right to kill, indeed the Ten 

Commandments state „Do not kill‟, there are no exceptions 

attached to this  

 It encourages humans to take on the role of God, only God is 

perfect, so only God can judge whether a person is truly guilty 

and deserves punishment 

 It goes against Jesus‟ teachings on love and forgiveness, the Bible 

teaches that people should „love one another‟ it is not loving to kill 

and it is loving to forgive 

 

Arguments against the statement: 

 Aquinas said the safety of the community was more important 

than the wellbeing of an individual, and as such capital 

punishment can be seen to protect society  

 Some people think that capital punishment is the ultimate 

deterrent. If people see that if they commit crime they may lose 

their life, others may be discouraged from committing crimes  

 Some people would say that it is financially beneficial to society to 

have capital punishment as it costs a great deal to keep someone 

imprisoned for a long period 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 

religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 

question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 12 

 

 

  



Level  Mark  Descriptor  

 0 No rewardable response.  

Level 1 1–3  Information/issues are identified and make superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the 

question, underpinned by isolated elements of understanding 

of religion and belief, including any relevant philosophical 

and/or ethical arguments. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6  Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of 

the elements in the question, with a limited understanding of 

religion and belief, including relevant philosophical and/or 

ethical arguments. 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 

made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 

evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9  Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by an accurate 

understanding of religion and belief, including any relevant 

philosophical and/or ethical arguments. Connections are made 

among many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but 

not all,  

of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by 

the appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, 

leading to a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12  Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate 

and thorough understanding of religion and belief, including 

any relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. 

Connections are made among the full range of elements in the 

question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range 

of elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by 

the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully 

justified conclusion. 

 

 

 

  



Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

3(a) AO1 3 marks 

 

Award one mark for each point identified up 

to a maximum of three. 

 Christmas marks the birth of Christ (1) 

 Good Friday is a reminder of the death of 

Jesus (1) 

 Easter Sunday celebrates the resurrection 

of Jesus (1)  

 Pentecost celebrates the descent of the 

Holy Spirit (1) 

 Maundy Thursday is a reminder of the Last 

Supper (1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Lists (maximum 

of one mark) 

 

3 

 

Question 

number  

Answer Reject  Mark 

3(b) AO1 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for providing a reason.  Award 

a second mark for development of the reason. 

Up to a maximum of four marks. 

 The local church provides prayer groups for 

believers to attend (1) as an example of 

how they should pray (1) 

 It joins people together as a community (1) 

helping strengthen their belief (1) 

 It may provide for those who are in need 

(1) they may provide for physical as well as 

spiritual needs (1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/devel

opment 

 Reject 

development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason 

given and to 

the question 

4 

 

  



Question 

number  

Answer Reject  Mark 

3(c) AO1 5 marks 

 

Award one mark for each reason/belief.  

 

Award further marks for each development of 

the reason/belief up to a maximum of four 

marks. Award one further mark for any 

relevant source of wisdom or authority. 

 The Church of England says that worship 

lies at the heart of being a Christian (1) 

and says „one of the glories of the Church 

of England is its liturgical worship‟ (1) to 

be fully involved a Christian would want 

to take part (1) 

 Many people find the repetitive nature of 

liturgical worship comforting (1) it does 

not change, people know what to expect 

(1) the book of Common Prayer points 

out its purpose is „by daily hearing of holy 

Scripture read in the Church might 

continually profit more and more in the 

knowledge of God‟ (1) 

 Some people say that it links them 

effectively to God (1) it follows the 

command of Jesus to worship in a 

particular way (1) as recorded in 1 

Corinthians 11:24 „do this in memory of 

me‟ (1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated reason/ 

development 

 Development that 

does not relate 

both to the 

reason given and 

to the question 

 Reference to a 

source of wisdom 

that does not 

relate to the 

reason given. 

5 

 

 

  



Question 

number  

Indicative content  Mark  

3(d) AO2 12 marks, SPaG 3 marks 

 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 

knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 

demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 

accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question 

and in meeting AO2 descriptors. 

 

AO2 

Arguments for this statement: 

 Baptism is the sacrament by which a person becomes a 

Christian because of this some Christians think that it is the 

requirement for salvation (along with repentance) and that 

other sacraments are not needed  

 Jesus was baptised by John the Baptist at the beginning of his 

ministry and arguably did not receive any of the other 

sacraments, thus some might maintain Christians should follow 

this pattern 

 Baptism was the final command of Jesus, as he ascended into 

heaven he said „Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit,‟ some Christians would see this as the 

culmination of his teaching. 

 

Arguments against this statement: 

 Some Christians would regard baptism as the gateway to the 

other sacraments, the Catholic Catechism describes it as “the 

gateway to life in the spirit” but the other sacraments are still 

important 

 Anglicans will accept baptism as one of two sacraments 

needed, alongside the Eucharist, in the Thirty-Nine articles they 

are described as important because they are both „Sacraments 

ordained of Christ our Lord in the Gospel‟ 

 Some Christians would argue that all sacraments are needed as 

they nourish faith, they say they give grace at various 

important points in a Christian‟s life e.g. confirmation when a 

person becomes an adult.  

 

Accept any other valid responses. 

 

Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 

religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 

question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 15 

 

 

  



Level  Mark  Descriptor  

 0 No rewardable response.  

Level 1 1–3  Information/issues are identified and make superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the question, 

underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion 

and belief. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6  Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of 

the elements in the question, underpinned by a limited 

understanding of religion and belief. 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 

made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 

evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9  Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by an accurate 

understanding of religion and belief. Connections are made 

among many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not 

all, of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported 

by the appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, 

leading to a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12  Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate 

and thorough understanding of religion and belief. Connections 

are made among the full range of elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range 

of elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by 

the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully 

justified conclusion. 

 

 

  



SPaG 

Marks Descriptors 

0 marks 
No marks 

awarded 

 The candidate writes nothing. 

 The candidate‟s response does not relate to the question. 

 The candidate‟s achievement in SPaG does not reach the 

threshold performance level, for example errors in 

spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder 

meaning. 

1 marks 
Threshold 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable 

accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of 

meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a limited range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

2 marks 
Intermediate 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable 

accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a good range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

3 marks 
High 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a wide range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

 

Question 

number  

Answer  Reject Mark 

4(a) AO1 3 mark 

 

Award one mark for each point identified up to a maximum of 

three marks. 

 „Blessed are the peacemakers‟ (1) 

 Pope Francis said „Pray for Peace‟ (1) 

 Pursue „peace with all men‟ (1) 

 „So far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men‟ (1) 

 „If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to him the other 

also‟ (1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

Lists 

(maximum 

of one 

mark) 

3 

 

 

  



Question 

number  

Answer Reject Mark 

4(b) AO1 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for providing a way.  Award a second 

mark for development of the way up to a maximum of four 

marks. 

 It means that money is wasted on such weapons (1), 

money that could be spent on the poor (1)  

 The existence of weapons of mass destruction is a 

threat to peace (1). Christians should work for peace 

not war (1) 

 These weapons kill indiscriminately (1); life is sacred so 

they are a problem (1). 

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/ 

development 

 Developmen

t that does 

not relate 

both to the 

reason given 

and to the 

question 

 

4 

 

Question 

number  

Answer Reject Mark 

4(c) AO1 5 marks 

 

Award one mark for each reason/belief. Award further marks for 

each development of the reason/belief up to a maximum of four 

marks.  

 

Award one further mark for any relevant source of wisdom or 

authority.  

 The Bible teaches that killing is wrong (Exodus 20:13) (1) This 

means Christians should avoid any situation when they might 

kill (1) the best way to avoid killing and to teach others not to 

kill is to be a pacifist (1) 

 Many Christians think Jesus was a pacifist (1), he did not fight 

back during his arrest or allow Peter to fight for him (1), „for all 

who draw the sword will die by the sword‟ (Matthew 26:52)(1) 

 It follows the teachings of Jesus to love, not to harm (1). He 

taught „love your neighbour as you love yourself‟ (Mark 12:31) 

(1) and „Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you‟ (John 

22:27) (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 5 

 

 

 

  



Question 

number  

Indicative content  Mark 

4(d) AO2 12 marks 

 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 

knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 

demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 

accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and 

in meeting AO2 descriptors. 

 

Arguments for the statement: 

 Some Christians do not accept that any conflict can be justified. 

All wars cause death and destruction which is not right in any 

circumstances  

 Some Christians would say that they are called to be 

peacemakers. Peaceful actions solve differences rather than 

cause conflict which historically can lead to further hate 

 The basis of much conflict is greed, which is sinful and part of 

human nature, some people will always want more, for example 

wars over increasingly scarce natural resources. 

 

Arguments against the statement: 

 Most Christians believe that it is sometimes necessary to enter 

conflict to stop a great evil, and protect the innocent. Using 

situation ethics, it can be argued that a war may be the most 

loving thing to do for example WW2 

 Conflict is part of human nature. It can bring differences into the 

open and lead to an opportunity for conflict resolution and 

forgiveness  

 The Bible recognises that conflict will happen and it is how a 

Christian deals with conflict that is important. Jesus says it is not 

possible to worship whilst in conflict, he said „first go and be 

reconciled to your brother‟ (Matthew 5:23-25).  

 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 

religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 

question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 

12 

 

  



Level  Mark  Descriptor  

 0 No rewardable response.  

Level 1 1–3  Information/issues are identified and make superficial 

connections among a limited range of elements in the question, 

underpinned by isolated elements of understanding of religion 

and belief, including any relevant philosophical and/or ethical 

arguments. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6  Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of 

the elements in the question, with a limited understanding of 

religion and belief, including relevant philosophical and/or 

ethical arguments. 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 

made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 

evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9  Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent 

and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by an accurate 

understanding of religion and belief, including any relevant 

philosophical and/or ethical arguments. Connections are made 

among many, but not all, of the elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not 

all,  

of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by 

the appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, 

leading to a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12  Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 

thorough understanding of religion and belief, including any 

relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. Connections 

are made among the full range of elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range 

of elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by 

the comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully 

justified conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 


