
 

 

                                                                  
 

Paper 2: Religion, Peace and Conflict 2C Mark Scheme 
 

Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

1(a) AO1 3 marks 

 

Award one mark for each point identified up 

to a maximum of three. 

 

 All things have purpose and meaning 

(1) 

 All events are part of Allah’s plan for 

creation (1) 

 There is no such thing as a random 

chance event (1) 

 Humans still have free will to make their 

own choices (1) 

 Allah already knows the outcome of 

every life (1).  

Accept any other valid response. 

 Lists (maximum of 

one mark) 

3 

 

 

Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

1(b) AO1 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for providing a reason. 

Award a second mark for development of 

the reason. Up to a maximum of four 

marks. 

 

 Muslims must believe in Allah as the one 

true God (1). Saying this with a pure 

heart is what defines a person as a 

Muslim (1) 

 All the holy books contain the 

revelations of Allah (1), including not 

only the Qur’an but the Tawrat (Torah) 

and the Ingil (Gospel) (1) 

 Belief in the Day of Judgement when all 

people will be judged before Allah (1). 

This determines whether they go to 

paradise (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/development 

 Reject development 

that does not relate 

both to the reason 

given and to the 

question 

4 

 



 

 

Question 

number  
Answer  Reject Mark 

1(c) AO1 5 marks 

 

Award one mark for each reason/belief. 

Award further marks for each development 

of the reason/belief up to a maximum of four 

marks. Award one further mark for any 

relevant source of wisdom or authority. 

 

 The prophets include Adam, Musa and Isa 

(1). Muslims believe all the prophets 

reveal truths about Allah (1). The Qur’an 

says they should make no distinction 

between any of them (Surah 2:136) (1). 

 Adam was the first prophet to fall to 

temptation by Iblis (1). He was also the 

first to have his repentance accepted by 

Allah (1). This shows the merciful and 

forgiving characteristics of Allah (Surah 

2:36-37) (1) 

 The story of Isa teaches Muslims that 

through Allah nothing is impossible (1). 

Isa could perform miracles (1) and with 

Allah’s power and permission even raise 

the dead (Surah 5:110) (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated reason/ 

development 

 Development that 

does not relate 

both to the reason 

given and to the 

question 

 Reference to a 

source of wisdom 

that does not relate 

to the reason 

given. 

5 

 

 
  



 

 

Question 

number  

Indicative content  Mark 

1(d) AO2 12 marks, SPaG 3 marks 

 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 

knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 

demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 

accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and 

in meeting AO2 descriptors. 

 

AO2 

Arguments for the statement: 

 The Qur’an contains many teachings about the reality of hell as 

a place of eternal torment. Allah told Muslims about judgement 

day in order that they should live righteously and go to paradise 

 Life on earth is a test for judgement day when Allah decides if a 

person goes to paradise or hell based on how they lived their 

lives. Fear of hell encourages Muslims to live lives worthy of 

Allah 

 All aspects of a Muslim’s life are weighed and measured 

therefore Muslims must strive in every area of life to be the 

best they can be. The reward for success is to be reunited with 

your spouse in paradise not separated in hell. 

Arguments against the statement: 

 Muslims should be motivated by love of Allah rather than fear of 

hell. Believing that Allah is the one true god should be all the 

motivation a Muslim needs to inspire them to live good lives 

 Although Allah is just and judges fairly he is also merciful and 

forgiving (Surah 17:54). The Qur’an gives many examples of 

how good deeds can make recompense for wrong doing in 

Allah’s eyes 

 Since Muslims believe in al-Qadr there is nothing to be gained 

by living in fear since Allah already knows the outcome of your 

life. Instead people should trust in Allah and enjoy life. 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 

religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 

question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2.  15 
 
  



 

 

Level  Mark  Descriptor  

 0 No rewardable response.  

Level 1 1–3  Information/issues are identified and make superficial connections 

among a limited range of elements in the question, underpinned by 

isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6  Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the 

elements in the question, underpinned by a limited understanding 

of religion and belief. 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 

made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 

evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9  Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. These 

are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and 

belief. Connections are made among many, but not all, of the 

elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not 

all, of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by 

the appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, 

leading to a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12  Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 

thorough understanding of religion and belief. Connections are 

made among the full range of elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the 

comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified 

conclusion. 

 

 

  



 

 

SPaG 

Marks Descriptors 

0 marks 
No marks 

awarded 

 The candidate writes nothing. 

 The candidate’s response does not relate to the question. 

 The candidate’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the 

threshold performance level, for example errors in spelling, 

punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning. 

1 marks 
Threshold 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of 

meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder meaning 

overall. 

 Candidates use a limited range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

2 marks 
Intermediate 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a good range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

3 marks 
High 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a wide range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

 

  



 

 

Question 

number  

Answer Reject Mark 

2(a) AO1 3 marks 

 

Award one mark for each point identified up to a 

maximum of three marks. 

 

 It shows Muslims the consequences of crime 

(1) 

 It acts as a deterrent to Muslims (1) 

 Society sees the guilty pay for their 

wrongdoing (1) 

 It makes Muslims fear committing crimes (1) 

 It allows Muslims to feel safe.(1) 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

 Lists (maximum 

of one mark) 

 

3 

 

 
 
 
 
Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

2(b) AO1 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for providing a reason.  

Award a second mark for development of the 

reason up to a maximum of four marks. 

 

 It is recommended as a punishment in the 

Qur’an (1) for the crimes of murder, 

adultery and apostasy (1) 

 It has a deterrent effect on those who 

consider doing wrong (1), they therefore 

will follow Allah’s commands (1) 

 It protects society from the most 

dangerous criminals (1), who will be 

judged by Allah (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/develop

ment 

 Reject 

development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason given 

and to the 

question 

 

 

4 

 

 

 

  



 

 

Question 

number  

Answer 

 

Reject Mark 

2(c) AO1 5 marks 

 

Award one mark for each reason/belief. Award 

further marks for each development of the 

reason/belief up to a maximum of four marks. 

Award one further mark for any relevant 

source of wisdom or authority.  

 

 Allah does not promise that believing in 

him guarantees an easy life (1). Suffering 

is part of Allah’s test of a life (1), but 

Muslims will be rewarded for patient 

endurance (Surah 76:12) (1) 

 ‘Allah is all knowing and wise’ (1). He 

understands what he has asked of Muslims 

(1). Based on their actions ‘he admits who 

he wills into his mercy and for wrongdoers 

has prepared a painful punishment’ (Surah 

76:30-31) (1) 

 Those who ignore Allah may use their free 

will to cause suffering (1). Everyone is 

guided to know Allah (1), but not 

everyone chooses to accept the guidance 

(Surah 76:3) (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/ 

development 

 Development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason 

given and to 

the question 

 Reference to a 

source of 

wisdom that 

does not relate 

to the reason 

given. 

5 

 

 

  



 

 

Question 

number  

Indicative content  Mark 

2(d) AO2 12 marks 

 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with knowledge 

and understanding. Candidates will be required to demonstrate 

thorough knowledge and understanding as well as accuracy of religion 

and belief when responding to the question and in meeting AO2 

descriptors. 

 

AO2 

Arguments for the statement: 

 

 Allah is both all-loving and merciful. He will forgive those who repent 

sincerely and all Muslims should aspire to develop those 

characteristics 

 Humans are made from clay and are weak. Consequently everyone 

makes mistakes so also will require forgiveness from others 

 Ultimately Allah is the judge. He judges not only actions but 

intentions. Therefore on judgement day he will reward those who 

demonstrated forgiveness. 

Arguments against the statement:  

 Some crimes are too damaging for Muslims to forgive. If your life 

has been destroyed victims will want justice and for the perpetrator 

to be punished according to the Qur’an 

 The Qur’an allows the use of capital punishment for crimes such as 

murder (Surah 2:178), adultery and apostasy. This suggests that 

these crimes are too damaging to society for the offender to be 

forgiven  

 The Qur’an allows fighting for a just cause. If a country attacks 

Islam Muslims can fight in wars to defend their religion, showing 

that in some cases the offence is too great to be forgiven and action 

is required. 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the religious 

tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the question) 

cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 12 

 

  



 

 

Level  Mark  Descriptor  

 0 No rewardable response.  

Level 1 1–3  Information/issues are identified and make superficial connections 

among a limited range of elements in the question, underpinned by 

isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief, including 

any relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6  Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the 

elements in the question, with a limited understanding of religion 

and belief, including relevant philosophical and/or ethical 

arguments. 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 

made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 

evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9  Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. These 

are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and 

belief, including any relevant philosophical and/or ethical 

arguments. Connections are made among many, but not all, of the 

elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not 

all,  

of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the 

appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to 

a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12  Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 

thorough understanding of religion and belief, including any 

relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. Connections are 

made among the full range of elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the 

comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified 

conclusion. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

3(a) AO1 3 marks 

 

Award one mark for each point identified up to a 

maximum of three. 

 

 Confirm the intention to fast before going to 

sleep (1) 

 Eat the pre-dawn meal (1) 

 Abstain from eating or drinking during 

daylight hours (1) 

 Break the fast with a meal after sunset (1) 

 Read the entire Qur’an (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Lists 

(maximum of 

one mark) 

 

3 

 

 

 

 

Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

3(b) AO1 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for providing a reason.   

Award a second mark for development of the 

reason. Up to a maximum of four marks. 

 

 Muslims abide by the rules of their religion 

(1), and fight against their own selfish 

desires (1) 

 Shariah law allows Muslims to take up arms 

in defence of their faith (1). This may be to 

defend their country against an aggressor 

(1) 

 Muslims abide by the Five Pillars to practise 

greater jihad (1) by becoming closer to Allah 

(1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/ 

development 

 Reject 

development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason 

given and to 

the question 

4 

 

  



 

 

Question 

number  

Answer Reject Mark 

3(c) AO1 5 marks 

 

Award one mark for each reason/belief. Award 

further marks for each development of the 

reason/belief up to a maximum of four marks. 

Award one further mark for any relevant source 

of wisdom or authority. 

 

 It is one of the Five Pillars of Islam (1) and 

commanded by the Qur’an (1). Muslims are 

told to ‘be one who prostrate themselves to 

him’ (Surah 15:98) (1) 

 Praying prevents immorality and wrongdoing 

(Surah 29:45) (1), since it focuses the 

worshipper on Allah (1), and reminds 

Muslims of their duties and responsibilities 

(1) 

 Muslims are expected to continue their 

prayers throughout life (1). Children are 

taught the forms of prayer by their parents 

(1) and they should continue this until they 

die (Surah 15:99) (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/ 

development 

 Development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason 

given and to 

the question 

 Reference to a 

source of 

wisdom that 

does not relate 

to the reason 

given. 

5 

 

  



 

 

Question 

number  

Indicative content Mark 

3(d) AO2 12 marks, SPaG 3 marks 

 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with 

knowledge and understanding. Candidates will be required to 

demonstrate thorough knowledge and understanding as well as 

accuracy of religion and belief when responding to the question and in 

meeting AO2 descriptors. 

 

AO2 

Arguments for the statement: 

 They confirm the importance of prayer, reminding Muslims daily of 

Allah, their duties and responsibilities, which reduces the likelihood 

of wrongdoing 

 Both Sunni and Shi’a Muslims go to Makkah for Hajj, which 

celebrates their shared beliefs of the teaching of the Qur’an in 

peace 

 All Muslims follow the teachings of the Prophet therefore they 

observe the Ramadan fast, following the rules laid out in the 

Qur’an and hadith. 

 

Arguments against the statement: 

 Differences in interpretation of the Qur’an and hadith have led to 

differences in practice between different groups within Islam 

reinforcing their distinct identity 

 The common religious rules may unite all Muslims but political 

differences have developed into religious differences. As a result 

the Obligatory Acts are not the same for all Muslims 

 The separation of the two major traditions within Islam has 

persisted since the death of the Prophet. Around it have developed 

differences in culture that separate groups of Muslims who worship 

the same God separately. 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the 

religious tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the 

question) cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 15 

 

  



 

 

Level  Mark  Descriptor  

 0 No rewardable response.  

Level 1 1–3  Information/issues are identified and make superficial connections 

among a limited range of elements in the question, underpinned by 

isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6  Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the 

elements in the question, underpinned by a limited understanding of 

religion and belief. 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made. 

Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence, 

much of which may be superficial, leading to a conclusion that is not 

fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9  Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. These 

are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and belief. 

Connections are made among many, but not all, of the elements in 

the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not all, 

of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the 

appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to a 

partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12  Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 

thorough understanding of religion and belief. Connections are made 

among the full range of elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the 

comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified 

conclusion. 

 

 

  



 

 

SPaG 

Marks Descriptors 

0 marks 
No marks 

awarded 

 The candidate writes nothing. 

 The candidate’s response does not relate to the question. 

 The candidate’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the 

threshold performance level, for example errors in spelling, 

punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning. 

1 marks 
Threshold 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with some control of 

meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder meaning 

overall. 

 Candidates use a limited range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

2 marks 
Intermediate 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with general control of 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a good range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

3 marks 
High 

performance 

 Candidates spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy. 

 Candidates use rules of grammar with effective control of 

meaning overall. 

 Candidates use a wide range of specialist terms as 

appropriate. 

 

  



 

 

Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

4(a) AO1 3 marks 

 

 Muslim leaders condemn acts of terror in the 

media (1) 

 They work with young people through the 

mosque to prevent radicalisation (1) 

 Muslim teachers work in local communities 

to build trust and confidence (1) 

 They open the mosque to the public so 

people can learn more about Islam (1) 

 They promote Islam as a religion of peace 

(1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

 

 Lists 

(maximum of 

one mark) 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 
Question 

number  

Answer  Reject  Mark 

4(b) AO1 4 marks 

 

Award one mark for providing a reason.  Award 

a second mark for development of the reason. 

Up to a maximum of four marks. 

 

 The Qur’an teaches that resources should be 

shared equally (1), greed over limited 

resources leads to conflict between 

countries (1) 

 Many religions share common holy sites (1), 

if one group feel they are excluded this can 

lead to disputes between religions (1) 

 Muslims are taught they are brothers in the 

ummah (1), if they feel that a group is being 

oppressed they may fight in their defence. 

(1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/ 

development 

 Reject 

development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason 

given and to 

the question 

4 

  



 

 

 

Question 

number  

Answer Reject Mark 

4(c) AO1 5 marks 

 

Award one mark for each reason/belief. Award 

further marks for each development of the 

reason/belief up to a maximum of four marks. 

Award one further mark for any relevant source 

of wisdom or authority.  

 

 The Qur’an contains teachings which 

suggest violence is not acceptable (1). For 

example it tells the story of the two sons of 

Adam (1) and shows that the murderer is 

punished (Surah 5: 27-30) (1) 

 If you can never determine the truth it is 

better to choose pacifism (1). In modern 

warfare it is impossible to know if the 

information you are acting on is true (1). 

The Qur’an instructs Muslims to investigate 

information lest you act on it and come to 

regret it (Surah 49:6) (1) 

 Muhammad said you should ‘Wish for your 

brother what you wish for yourself’ (1).  

Since no-one would like to be involved in 

war or see their family threatened by war 

(1) they should, instead, always seek for 

peaceful resolution of problems (1). 

Accept any other valid response. 

 Repeated 

reason/ 

development 

 Development 

that does not 

relate both to 

the reason 

given and to 

the question 

 Reference to a 

source of 

wisdom that 

does not relate 

to the reason 

given. 

 

5 

 

 

  



 

 

Question 

number  

Indicative content Mark 

4(d) AO2 12 marks 

 

Candidates must underpin their analysis and evaluation with knowledge 

and understanding. Candidates will be required to demonstrate thorough 

knowledge and understanding as well as accuracy of religion and belief 

when responding to the question and in meeting AO2 descriptors. 

 

AO2 

Arguments for the statement: 

 

 Prophet Muhammad was prepared to forgive his enemies and try to 

reconcile with them rather than wage war. The Qur’an says that those 

who reconciles with their enemies receive reward (Surah 42:40) and 

this establishes Islam as a religion of peace 

 Conflict threatens the stability of the ummah. Muslims should work to 

prevent the death and destruction of families and communities that is 

caused by war 

 Muslim peace groups attend inter-faith conferences, sharing their 

faith with others increasing understanding and tolerance, avoiding the 

conflict that can be caused by religious differences. 

 

Arguments against the statement: 

 

 Fulfilling the requirements of the Five Pillars is more important since 

Allah judges Muslims on what they do and the practice of the Five 

Pillars demonstrates love for Allah 

 It is more important to fight for justice than maintain peace at any 

price. If someone threatens Islam this cannot be ignored through 

compromise (Surah 2:190) 

 Muslims are taught they have a duty to protect the weak and 

vulnerable. This may require conflict to defend the rights of the 

oppressed and this must be resolved before there can be peace. 

Accept any other valid response. 

 

Candidates who do not consider different viewpoints within the religious 

tradition or non-religious viewpoints (as instructed in the question) 

cannot achieve marks beyond Level 2. 12 

 

 

  



 

 

Level  Mark  Descriptor  

 0 No rewardable response.  

Level 1 1–3  Information/issues are identified and make superficial connections 

among a limited range of elements in the question, underpinned by 

isolated elements of understanding of religion and belief, including 

any relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. 

 Judgements are supported by generic arguments to produce a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 2 4–6  Superficial connections are made among many, but not all, of the 

elements in the question, with a limited understanding of religion 

and belief, including relevant philosophical and/or ethical 

arguments. 

 Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are 

made. Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise 

evidence, much of which may be superficial, leading to a 

conclusion that is not fully justified. 

Level 3 7–9  Deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to coherent and 

logical chains of reasoning that consider different viewpoints. These 

are underpinned by an accurate understanding of religion and 

belief, including any relevant philosophical and/or ethical 

arguments. Connections are made among many, but not all, of the 

elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many, but not 

all,  

of the elements in the question. Judgements are supported by the 

appraisal of evidence, some of which may be superficial, leading to 

a partially justified conclusion. 

Level 4 10–12  Critically deconstructs religious information/issues, leading to 

coherent and logical chains of reasoning that consider different 

viewpoints. These are underpinned by a sustained, accurate and 

thorough understanding of religion and belief, including any 

relevant philosophical and/or ethical arguments. Connections are 

made among the full range of elements in the question.  

 Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of 

elements in the question. Judgements are fully supported by the 

comprehensive appraisal of evidence, leading to a fully justified 

conclusion. 

 


