
 

 

 

 

KS3 English – Curriculum in detail 

2024-25 AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

English Greek 

Mythology/Myths 

 

Exploring one of 

the important 

origins of narrative 

and character 

archetypes 

 

Mastery Focus: 

 

Reading: 

Comprehension 

tasks around key 

narratives.  

Application of 

knowledge through 

summaries. 

 

Writing: Research 

task about a Greek 

God that is then 

presented to the 

class.  Developing 

their own story 

telling uses specific 

conventions. 

Folklore and Fairy 

tales 

 

The development of 

storytelling and 

folklore in the written 

form. Exploring 

character 

development and 

conventions of the 

form and the 

transition and 

continuation from 

Greek myths.  The 

development of the 

fairy tale from 

traditional tales to 

Disney and what this 

reflect about the 

societies in which 

they are told. 

 

Mastery Focus: 

 

Reading: Exploration 

of writer’s methods, 

character 

Shakespeare: A Mid 

Summers Night 

Dream 

 

Exploring how 

character 

archetypes types 

and aspects of fairy 

tales have 

developed. 

 

Mastery Focus: 

 

Reading: 

Annotation of key 

extracts, analysis of 

key extracts, whole 

text comprehension 

 

Writing: Writing from 

a character 

perspective 

 

Spoken language: 

Debate. Who is 

responsible for the 

chaos? Puck or is he 

Novel Study: 

 

Students read 

through a class 

novel using different 

reading strategies to 

engage with the 

experiences of the 

narrator. 

 

Mastery Focus: 

 

Reading: Annotated 

extracts of key 

moments, character 

analysis, character 

development across 

a text, development 

of a narrative 

 

Writing: Creative 

writing response, 

writing from a 

character 

perspective, 

creating and 

Novel Study: 

 

Students read through a class 

novel using different reading 

strategies to engage with the 

experiences of the narrator. 

 

Mastery focus: 

 

Reading: Annotated extracts of 

key moments, character 

analysis, character 

development across a text, 

development of a narrative 

 

Writing: Creative writing 

response, writing from a 

character perspective, 

creating and developing 

character 

 

Poetry from Other 

cultures: 

  

Engaging with 

poetry and 

exploring language 

from other cultures.  

Discuss writer’s use 

of language and 

how this makes the 

reader feel. Explore 

prejudice through 

literature and how 

poetry is used as a 

form of self-

expression. 

 

Mastery focus: 

 

Reading: 

Annotated poems 

with visualise, 

summary link 

approach. 

 

Year 7 



 

Spoken Language: 

Debate about 

morality and the 

Greek Gods. 

development, 

character 

archetypes, purpose 

of the fairy tale. 

 

Writing: creating a 

fairy tale, writing in 

the style 

of…considering the 

conventions of the 

genre. 

 

Spoken Language:  

Reading of Fairy 

Tales to small 

groups, taking 

character roles. 

Reading aloud and 

small group 

performances. 

merely Oberon’s 

puppet? 

developing 

character 

 

Writing: I am poem 

in the style of John 

Clare 

Spoken Language- 

Choral speaking 

performance of a 

Poem and My 

culture collage. 

Creative – Limbo 

like me 

 

Spoken Language: 

poetry recital of 

their own poem 

Year 8 19th Century Fiction  

 

Students explore a 

range of gothic 

fiction from the 

19th century to 

today. They look at 

the features of the 

genre, what unites 

classic and modern 

gothic fiction, how 

characters are 

developed and the 

portrayal of ‘the 

monster’ across 

time periods.  

Once upon a 

midnight dreary…  

 

Students will identify 

the importance of 

language in 

creating character 

as well as describe 

what elements 

contribute to 

making a piece of 

writing gothic.  

Students will create 

their own Gothic 

Grimoire using the 

conventions that 

War… what is it 

good for? 

 

Students study 

different conflicts 

and attitudes 

towards them, 

covering 

propaganda, first 

hand experiences 

and media 

portrayal. They 

explore these views 

through posters, 

poems, songs and 

Mass media and the 

art of manipulation 

 

Students to consider 

what the News is 

and how bias may 

influence what is 

reported. Persuasive 

writing techniques 

are to be 

reactivated 

(AFOREST?) Students 

to look at 

broadsheet and 

tabloid newspapers 

and identify 

Identity poetry:  

  

Engaging with poetry and 

exploring identity through 

poetry. Exploring prejudice 

through literature and how 

poetry is used as a form of self-

expression.  

  

Mastery Focus:  

  

Reading: Annotated extracts of 

key moments, character 

analysis, character 

development across a text, 

development of a narrative  

The Merchant of 

Venice 

 

Students will focus 

on Shakespeare’s 

language by 

familiarising 

themselves by 

exploring the 

conventions of the 

genre.  Developing 

from Y7 to also 

include theme 

analysis and the 

representation of 



 

Mastery focus:  

  

Reading: Exploring 

19th century gothic 

extracts and 

graphic novel 

renditions with 

written response to 

conventions. The 

power of I like – 

talking about 

methods – the way 

that he is 

described…the 

way he looks at. 

Analysing 

language choice 

and authorial 

intent.  

represent the times 

in which Gothic was 

written.  

 

Mastery focus:  

 

Writing: Creative 

writing piece, writing 

within a genre, 

characterisation.  

letters from different 

conflicts.  

 

Mastery focus:  

 

Reading: Analysing 

the concept of 

patriotism and how 

writes can use this 

to manipulate 

feelings and 

attitudes, the 

effects or 

propaganda and 

why it is used, why 

views at home and 

on the front line can 

be so different.  

 

Writing: using 

persuasive devices 

to create 

propaganda, 

creating poetry in 

conflict  

similarities and 

differences and 

consider the 

audience and 

purpose. 

 

Mastery Focus: 

 

Reading: analysing 

persuasive 

language and 

devices used by 

writers  

 

Writing: Newspaper 

article and fake 

news article on 

current affairs topic 

 

 

Writing: Creative writing 

response, writing from a 

character perspective, 

creating and developing 

character.  

 

Spoken Language: performing 

their own poem or one they 

can relate to.  

  

 

different groups in 

society at the time. 

  

Mastery focus: 

 

Reading: 

Annotated extracts 

exploring layers of 

meaning, essay 

response 

 

Writing: From the 

point of view of a 

character and key 

moment.  

 

Spoken Language: 

Reading aloud and 

performance 

Year 9 Of Mice and Men: 

 

In this unit 

encourages 

student to track 

characters and 

themes across a 

novel and consider 

how context 

impacts the 

reactions of the 

Of Mice and Men: 

 

In this unit 

encourages student 

to track characters 

and themes across 

a novel and 

consider how 

context impacts the 

reactions of the 

characters and 

A View from the 

Bridge: 

 

This unit encourages 

students to track 

characters and 

themes across the 

play and consider 

how context 

impacts the 

reactions of the 

A View from the 

Bridge: 

 

This unit encourages 

students to track 

characters and 

themes across the 

play and consider 

how context 

impacts the 

reactions of the 

Writing and reading unseen 

Non-fiction- 

 

Further developing student’s 

ability to write in various forms 

and adapt their writing for 

different purposes.  Exploring 

how other writers create 

specific effects and how we 

can apply this to our own 

writing. 

Writing and reading 

unseen fiction/non-

fiction  

 

This unit reactivates 

unseen reading 

skills for fiction whilst 

encouraging 

student to explore 

their own narrative 

writing voice. Using 



characters and 

audiences. Skills 

are activated 

through 

comprehension 

activities designed 

to use creative and 

critical 

approached to 

uncover meaning. 

Using the 

What/how/why 

approach to 

explore context 

and deeper 

meaning. 

 

Mastery focus: 

 

Reading: 

Annotated 

drawing with 

quotes showing 

Comparison 

between the bunk 

house and Crook’s 

room linking to 

context. Detailed 

annotation of 

extracts before 

writing a critical 

response. 

 

Writing: Empathetic 

piece from point of 

view of character 

audiences. Skills are 

activated through 

comprehension 

activities designed 

to use creative and 

critical approached 

to uncover 

meaning. Using the 

What/how/why 

approach to 

explore context and 

deeper meaning. 

 

Mastery focus: 

 

Reading: Annotated 

drawing with quotes 

showing 

Comparison 

between the bunk 

house and Crook’s 

room linking to 

context. Detailed 

annotation of 

extracts before 

writing a critical 

response. 

 

Writing: Empathetic 

piece from point of 

view of character 

from key moment. In 

the style of 

Steinbeck 

characters and 

audiences. Skills are 

activated through 

comprehension 

activities designed 

to use creative, 

critical and 

metacognitive 

approaches to 

uncover meaning 

before progressing 

to the analysis stage 

using the 

What/how/why 

method to explore 

meaning. 

 

Mastery focus:  

 

Reading: following 

the theme of 

betrayal across the 

play considering 

actions and 

reactions and 

character 

development. 

Critical response 

tracking the theme. 

 

Writing: progressing 

from Y8 media unit, 

Newspaper article 

writing to create 

bias. 

 

characters and 

audiences. Skills are 

activated through 

comprehension 

activities designed 

to use creative, 

critical and 

metacognitive 

approaches to 

uncover meaning 

before progressing 

to the analysis stage 

using the 

What/how/why 

method to explore 

meaning. 

 

Mastery focus:  

 

Reading: following 

the theme of 

betrayal across the 

play considering 

actions and 

reactions and 

character 

development. 

Critical response 

tracking the theme. 

 

Writing: progressing 

from Y8 media unit, 

Newspaper article 

writing to create 

bias. 

 

 

Mastery focus: 

 

Reading: Unseen fiction 

extracts exploring charter/ 

setting/developing plot.  

 

Writing: speech /letter/review/ 

blog/ magazine article. Writing. 

How to guide writing to 

argue/persuade/advise/inform. 

what/how/why 

approach students 

are able to 

navigate through 

unseen extracts to 

identify layers of 

meaning and 

comprehend 

effect on the 

reader and 

possible reasons for 

the author’s 

choices. This also 

activates a 

planning approach 

for creative writing 

and how writer’s 

build characters 

and setting in 

shorter extracts 

  

Mastery focus: 

 

Reading: Unseen 

fiction extracts 

annotate for 

meaning and 

effect  

 

Writing: creative 

writing focus – 

developing 

character and 

setting. 



 

from key moment. 

In the style of 

Steinbeck 

Spoken Language: 

Performance and 

guided discussion. 

Spoken Language: 

Performance and 

guided discussion.  

News report on the 

ending of the play. 


